	How does a civilisation leave its mark?
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April - July 2025 

	Home learning 
We want to encourage our families to be partners with us in their children’s learning; therefore, we have created some tasks which link to our current Enquiry question, that you may like to complete with your children at home. We would like all children to choose at least one activity to complete this half- term and to have brought this into school to share by Wednesday 9th July 2025. 
All learning completed at home will be recognised in assemblies and celebrated within the classroom and shared school environment. 

Miss Newson and Mr Leivers Dunn 

	1.
Read one of the books on our recommended read list and write a book review. 
(Recommended read list on the back) 
	2.

Research the famous Maya ball game and prepare to teach others how to play this
	3.
Prepare a 5 minute mini lesson to teach the class about Mayan Gods and Godesses. 
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	4.
Watch https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
topics/zq6svcw/articles/zkm496f
[image: ]Draw a detailed diagram or make a model of the home of a Maya. How do these compare to that of an Anglo- Saxon? 


  
	5.
[image: Logogram - Wikipedia]The Maya used logograms and syllabograms to communicate. Have a go at writing with these glyphs. We will put them on display. 
	6.
Research the foods of the ancient Maya and write a recipe for a dish – you could even make it for your family and send in photos! 
[image: ]




	7.
[image: ]Create a head-dress for an Ancient Mayan Queen or King, using recycled materials .
	8.
Did you know… 
Mayan temples were built on top of flat-topped pyramids?
Design and draw or make a model of a Mayan pyramid.
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	[image: ]9.
Explore the life of K'inich Janaab Pakal, the longest reigning Maya king in history.
Write a story or biography about him.




Recommended Reads for this Enquiry: 
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A Question of History: Why were Mayan games so deadly? And other questions
about the Maya

Tim Cooke

Non-fiction

Take a look at the wackier side of history! Did the Maya really invent hot chocolate? Why did they have pointed
heads? And did the Maya civilisation really disappear? With an engaging question and answer format, this series
draws young readers into the fascinating, sometimes gruesome, world of famous peoples and civilisations
through history. Each spread opens with a simple question, opening up an exploration of an aspect of the life of
apeople or civilisation and busting some popular myths along the way. The lively lay-out is supported by
annotated photos and cartoons, making history fun and accessible for readers aged 9+.
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History in Infographics: The Maya

Jon Richards

Non-fiction

History in Infographics helps children to visualise facts and statistics using a clever and appealing mix of
graphics and numbers. The colourful, high-impact design will appeal to a wide range of children, from visual
learners to struggling readers, capturing and then holding their attention. Infographics are a really exciting,
different way to learn about core historical topics, and are ideal for fact-hungry children, revision work, and to
improve the quality of presentations. History in Infographics: The Maya allows children to explore the Maya
civilisation like never before, finding out how people lived, what they ate, what they wore, how they were ruled,
the games they played and how the civilisation died out. Children can discover that the Maya were the first
people to make hot chocolate, and how they did it, that they went to war to capture prisoners they then
sacrificed to their gods, and all about other South American civilisations, including the Aztecs and the Incas.
Ideal for children of 9+, and fact and history lovers of all ages, the Maya have never seemed more exciting!
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What it was like to be an Ancient Maya = U
Dyslexia- Guided Reading
. - Frendy Choice
David Long & Stefano Tambellini

Dyslexia-friendly Non-fiction

Ancient Maya is one of the history topics | teach as a Y6 teacher but unlike some of the other ancient
civilisations, there is not a wealth of books out there on the subject. | am always on the lookout for new books
about the Ancient Maya and was delighted to find this one.

It's a short book at just under 90 pages but it is packed with knowledge, presented in an accessible way. It has 9
sections, covering who the Maya were, daily life, inventions and discoveries they made, as well as theories
about what happened to them. Throughout the sections, illustrations and helpful diagrams are also included. |
was pleased to find there was plenty of information | hadn't read about before and lots of new facts for me to
weave into my lessons.

This is such a useful book, great for teachers to use to support them with lesson planning, but also great for
children to access if they want to learn more about a particular area of Ancient Maya.
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Middleworld (Jaguar Stones) e O

Ry G Resing
J&P Voelkel v oee

Chapter book

An action-packed and thoroughly researched longer adventure novel filled with suspense and excitement, with a
good level of depth for upper KS2. This book, which is the first in a popular series, tells the story of fourteen-
year-old Max, who finds himself on a quest to rescue his archaeologist parents from the Maya underworld and to
save the world from the Lords of Death.

There are many supporting resources on the authors’ website, and you can also sign up for a virtual school visit
from the authors.

Buy from Amazon Buy from Bookshop
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